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Introduction 
 
The seminar in general was very productive and fruitful in 
terms of receiving and sharing information with our liberal 
counterparts in the EU. 
 
 
On the content of the seminar, 
 
The mission to Brussels was two intensive working days. The first day was in of the 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom office in Brussels (The Dialogue 
Programme), where we were welcomed by Dr. Jürgen D.Wickert, the Director of the 
International Political Dialogue for European Institutions and North America. We 
listened carefully to the presentations of the experts and had the chance to ask and discuss 
with them the critical issues and our views as Arab Liberals. (Two of the presentations 
are attached to this report). The second day was in the Parliament where we met with the 
liberal officials in the EU and shared our views as liberal Arabs and Europeans. 
 



I learned a lot on the issue of migration from the presentation of the experts in the first 
day in Freidrich Naumann Foundation in Brussels, and from the discussions with the 
liberal officials in the EU Parliament the next day. I learned also about how the EU 
perceives this important issue and its impact on EU policy and strategies. I learned about 
the current challenges of migration and the general principles and approaches that govern 
migration from inside and outside the EU. It became clear to me how migration is 
perceived differently in the Arab world than the EU. The Arab liberals that were present 
in our mission have their views and raised their concerns which focus mainly on the 
freedom of movement of people and on the rights of immigrants. On the other hand, the 
issue of migration has many problematic areas that have serious impacts on different EU 
countries. The EU wants to help for example those who run away from Arab or African 
countries seeking refuge from threats on their lives because of their political believes and 
actions, but it is not easy for the EU to control such movement that come from Africa and 
through the North African Arab countries.  
 
I saw that the liberal officials that we met and heard in the EU parliament like Ms. 
Annemie Neyts Uyttebroeck (MEP, Group of the Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats for Europa (ALDE), President of the European Liberal Democrat and 
Reform Party (ELDR)-    and Baroness Sarah Ludford (Member of the European 
Parliament for London, member of the House of Lords and spokeswomen for the Liberal 
Democrat European Justice and Human rights) understand completely the concerns of the 

Arab liberals and trying hard to pass these messages to the EU parliament through their 
work. However, my Arab colleagues and I took the chance to make our voice heard 



clearly and put our concerns on migration and relevant topics crystal clear to them 
directly and very honestly. 
 
There was clear recommendation that whatever work that need to be accomplished on 
migration has to be the result of concrete cooperation between the countries on the two 
shores of the Mediterranean, and that the EU alone cannot solve the problems that result 
from migration alone. The solution as perceived and presented cannot be looked at from a 
security perspective, nor only from a political perspective, but rather through a 
comprehensive approach by key stakeholders in the EU and Arab countries. Furthermore, 
there is the human rights aspect that needs to be considered; there is the legal aspect 
especially on issues such as detention; and there is the economic aspect and criminal 
aspect.  
 
The Arab liberals passed the message that as long as the EU supports Arab dictatorships 
that result in continued poverty and unemployment in the Arab countries, then there will 
be always large numbers of Arabs who will run away from such untolerable environment 
to the other side of the Mediterranean in order to live in a democracy and have equal 
opportunity to earn and have a decent life. 
 
Additionally, both Arab and Liberal Europeans discussed the positive sides of migration 
on both the Arab world and the EU. The Arab countries get remittances from the Arabs 
who go and work in EU countries, while the EU receives well educated and skillful Arab 
professionals that contribute positively to the development process in the EU. 
 
Migration, as we were told, can be looked as a Win-Win situation, as stated by the UN 
who tries always to display the benefits of migration, and how migrants increase 
employment in destination country communities, without taking jobs. We were informed 
of the Comprehensive EU Migration Policy and the New 5-years Plan ‘Stockholm 
Programme’. We were informed of Frontex Agency and its work on migration. 
 
Personally, I participated in all the meetings that took place in Brussels and furthermore I 
was honoured to respond to Dr. Meinardus request for me to speak on the Palestinian 
views on migration and the general situation in Palestine in the EU Parliament, and the 
response from our EU liberals was satisfactory to me. 
  
 
On the logistics  
The hotel was good and the food also. Time was well 
organized and we enjoyed the social events on dinner. 
The organizers from FNF Brussels office were very 
kind and well organized. However, the only thing that 
was problematic in my trip was the Alitalia flight and 
the transit. This forced me to stay one more night in 
Rome because of the delay of Alitalia to leave from 
Brussels.   
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